
 
 

Tuli Cycle Safaris: Itineraries 
 

 

 

Cycle Mashatu Luxury/Corporate Tour 

 
 

The Cycle Mashatu Luxury/Corporate Tour combines the rustic with the luxury to produce 

an unforgettable wildlife experience for your clients. This tour is similar to the Cycle 

Mashatu Wilderness trail in terms of the riding but the accommodation is more luxurious. 

This trip is custom made and the choice of accommodation is up to you. Guests can 

choose a combination of camping under the stars, tenting in style and living it up in luxury 

suites…or just staying in one place and enjoying creature comforts without distracting 

from the wildness cycling experience. 

Based in the Northern Tuli Reserve of Botswana, the Luxury/Corporate package provides 

a unique opportunity to ride at leisure along ancient elephant migration paths, cycle 

through vast herds of wildlife and to sleep under starlit African skies. 

 

Duration: 4 days/3 nights 

Start/End: Pont Drift Border Post, South Africa 

Departures: Departures available throughout the year, enquire with our reservations 

department. 

 

Overview 

The Cycle Mashatu Luxury tour is a customised package so pricing is dependant on the 

number of nights and type of accommodation you choose. All packages are bespoke – 

we will structure the tour to suit your appetite for adventure and luxury. 

We have done a lot of work to make sure that this is a ‘world class’ experience. The trails 

and topography are superb, we see plenty of game, the accommodation is awesome 

and our staff will take care of all the hassle and logistics. We have no doubt that your 

friends and/or clients will enjoy a very unique and truly unforgettable experience! 

 

Day 1: Arrival 

 

Cycle Mashatu staff will be awaiting your arrival at the Pont Drift border or the Limpopo 

Valley Airfield in Botswana. Change into your cycle gear (facilities available) and then 

saddle up and ride to your first nights accommodation. Our guides will take care of 

transporting your luggage. 

The destination that day has been your choice but the ride is ours, prepare to be awed 

by the unknown as we lead through the wilderness to your destination. With 2-3 hours to 

get there, the journey to the nights rest stop in exciting and unpredictable. You have 2-3 

hours to get comfortable with your saddle and the terrain. 

 

Day 2: Simply Luxurious 

 

We wake at dawn to freshly brewed coffee and a light breakfast. Then it’s time to saddle 

up and discover why Mashatu is called “the land of giants!” The route, distance and 

pace is designed to suit the skill and competency of the group.  After 4-5 hours of riding, 

a leisurely lunch will be served in this tranquil setting. Then it’s time for siesta and a game 

drive through the bushveld will finish off this day and prepare your appetite for a 

delectable meal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Day 3: Pure Luxury 

 

Awake at dawn, leave the quiet tranquility of the camp and head out into the majestic 

beauty of the Mashatu Game Reserve. The route is a mixture of rocky outcrops, sandy 

river beds and smooth flowing single track which have been carved through centuries of 

migrating elephants. After approximately 35km’s we will be welcomed with cold 

refreshments at camp, where you can enjoy freshening up and some down time. 

We’ll then have lunch overlooking an active bushveld waterhole and enjoy  an afternoon 

game drive to a tranquil sundowner setting. 

And dinner awaits back at the lodge…. 

 

Day 4: Departure 

 

Today we wake up at leisure to a hearty breakfast and then we depart by vehicle to the 

Pont Drift border or Limpopo Valley Airfield. We’ll arrive around 11h00, bringing this epic 

African adventure to an end. 

 

 

 

Cycle Mashatu Odyssey Tour 
 

The Odyssey tour unites the Goldrush and Mashatu Wilderness trails in a 9-day adventure, 

making it the best all encompassing African biking holiday. Join us on a truly incredible 

African mountain biking holiday, a journey never to be forgotten. 

 

Duration: 9 days/8 nights 

Start/End: OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg, SA 

Departures: Available March through November 

 

Overview 

Join us on this truly enticing African biking holiday, a journey never to be forgotten. Ride 

highland peaks and forested valleys in Lydenburg South Africa, and bike ancient 

elephant trails in Botswana. Indulge in the classic luxuries of the Golden Cottage, and 

slumber to sounds of the wild under starlit skies in Botswana’s wilderness. 

 

Day 1: Arrival 

 

Meet your guide at OR Tambo International Airport, Johannesburg, or preferred hotel and 

drive 5hrs to Mt Anderson Reserve. We’ll have an opportunity to settle into our stunning 

location, prep our bikes, and enjoy a sundowner on the terrace. 

The Golden cottage is a luxurious ranch style homestead, catering for a max of 10 guests 

in 5 double en-suite rooms. Trust us you’ll love it. 

 

Day 2: Alpine Heights 

 

We’re on holiday, so no wake up calls here. After a light breakfast we climb to above 

2000m. We emerge on highland plains and cruise down winding trails, herding eland, 

wildebeest and zebra as we go, eventually dropping into the Spekboom river valley. We 

break for a swim and lunch and head back to the cottage for well-deserved siesta. 

(Approximately 30 km’s) 

We ride mostly single track, in pristine highland wilderness (up to 2000m), at a relaxed 

pace with plenty of stops to soak up the views. We may encounter wildlife including 

zebra, black wildebeest, baboons, reedbuck, jackal and eland. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Day 3: Bushman's trail 

 

After breakfast we ride the Bushman’s trail – short steep climbs, winding single track along 

an escarpment with dramatic views of the valley below, through late 1800s gold 

prospecting scars, flowing descents with some technical and steep sections, past San 

rock art and over stream bridges. We’ll lunch on the trail and be back at the cottage in 

the afternoon for down time. (Approximately 30 km’s). 

 

Day 4: Pilgrims Rest 

 

We wake to a hearty breakfast and set for perhaps the biggest day’s ride of the trip. Over 

Olifant’s Nek, we descend the course of the upper Blyde River mostly on forestry dirt 

roads, through unparalleled vistas, as it tumbles down to the 1800’s Gold mining town of 

Pilgrims Rest.  We lunch in a local tavern and spend some time exploring the historical 

village. We’ll shuttle back to the Golden Cottage. (Approximately 50 km’s) 

 

Day 5: Mashatu, Wilderness 

 

We depart early for the 5 and a bit hour drive to Pont Drift border post where we meet 

the Botswana team. After sandwiches and packing the land cruisers we ride to our 1st 

wilderness camp. (Approximately 20 km’s) 

The wilderness camps are set up prior to our arrival and contain basic amenities to offer 

comfort without distracting from the wilderness experience. Meals prepared on open 

fires, hot water bucket showers, camp cots and cold beers all add up to a comfortable 

and exhilarating night out. 

 

Day 6 & 7: Mashatu, Wilderness 

 

We awake at sunrise to a breakfast of yogurt, cereals, toast and fruit. We ride a variation 

of paths and trails to return to our camp by lunchtime. We relax during the midday hours 

and then enjoy a sundowner from a vantage point in the afternoon. (Approximately 30 

km’s) 

The riding at Mashatu is very relaxed where we ride for approximately 4 to 5 hours a day, 

with many stops en-route. We often encounter wildlife including elephants, giraffe, zebra, 

wildebeest, impala, kudu, and eland among others and occasionally we see lions and 

leopards. Two qualified trails guides accompany each group and ensure the safety and 

enjoyment of the group. A back-up vehicle is in radio contact with the group at all times. 

 

Day 8: Mashatu, Kgotla 

 

After a breakfast and home brewed coffee, we ride (our last of the trip) out to the 

sandstone ridges of the Limpopo valley, through stellar moonscapes and gardens of 

Eden. We’ll arrive at our Kgotla camp where we’ll enjoy an afternoon of relaxation and a 

final epic sunset. (Approximately 40 km’s) 

 

Day 9: Departure 

 

We wake up at leisure, breakfast and pack bikes. We’ll return to Pont Drift border post 

either by bike or by car, for the road transfer back to Johannesburg and then it’s a 

farewell to new discovered friends. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Cycle Mashatu Wilderness Tour 

 
 

Based in the Northern Tuli Reserve of Botswana, the Cycle Mashatu Wilderness Trail 

provides a unique opportunity to ride at leisure along ancient elephant migration paths, 

cycle through vast herds of wildlife and to sleep under starlit African skies. Join us for this 

unforgettable wildlife biking experience in Mashatu, the “Land of the Giants”! 

 

Duration: 4 days/3 nights 

Start/End: Pont Drift Border Post, South Africa 

Departures: Tuesdays, Thursdays and Fridays, throughout the year 

Please consult our reservations department should you wish to add extra nights to your 

itinerary. 

 

Optional alternatives: 

We can highly recommend an extra night at Mashatu Main Camp or Mashatu Tent 

Camp for a chance to view the reserve’s wildlife at close quarters from a game-viewing 

vehicle. We can assist you with your reservation. 

Bush walks, horse riding and games drives are available, for those not so keen to be on 

two wheels. Bookings are subject to the number of guests and availability. 

 

Day 1: Meet at Border, ride to wilderness camp 

 

We meet on the South African side at Pont Drift Border Post at 13h00. Once done with 

border formalities, we prepare our bikes, load the support vehicle and enjoy a light lunch 

we bike to our 1st wilderness camp. After an exhilarating afternoon ride we arrive to 

chilled drinks, a hot bucket shower and a wholesome dinner. Our temporary, low-impact, 

fully equipped wilderness camp provide for an unforgettable nights rest after a hard days 

ride. Meals are prepared on open fires. Starlit skies and night sounds will awaken your 

senses, and a night under canvas will inspire your instincts. Qualified trails guides 

accompany each group and ensure the safety and enjoyment of the group. 

 

Day 2: Explore Mashatu 

 

After a night under the stars, awake early to fresh brewed coffee and breakfast, prepare 

bikes and head off to uncharted terrains. Discover new skills as rocky outcrops, sandy 

riverbeds and open plains test biking abilities. We’ll break for a tea/drinks stop along route 

and arrive back at camp for lunch. A welcome afternoon siesta follows. The late 

afternoon will bring the chance to ride or drive to a nearby sundowner point. 

 

Day 3: Journey to new camp 

 

Today brings a new dawn and we bike out towards our last camp. Testing terrain and 

changing landscapes make for a great ride. A pasta lunch and hot showers welcome 

weary legs and an opportunity to sit back, relax and savour that sense of achievement. 

After an afternoon of leisure, we head off for a short walk to a nearby cliff for a 

sundowner. Return to an open fire prepared meal, fireside chatter and restful nights sleep 

under the stars concludes the safari on a high. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Day 4: Departure 

 

Breakfast on Day 4 brings an end to the safari with an optional ride or  departure by 

vehicle to Pont Drift. This itinerary is a guideline and may, where possible, be adapted to 

suit specific requirements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


