
 

 
School Enrichment Programme 
 
Over the past three years, volunteers from the Kariega 
Conservation Volunteer Programme have been visiting 
Farmfield School.  We identified this rural school as a 
project that our conservation volunteers can get involved in, 
and at the same time make a real contribution to this small, 
under funded school.   
 
Farmfield school is situated in the Salem / Southwell district 
(approximately 16 km from Kariega’s main entrance gate) 
and services the surrounding rural farming community.  
There are 72 children enrolled at the school, which currently 
only employs three teachers.  The school educates pupils 
from Grade 1 to Grade 9 with three grades being taught 
together in one classroom (due to the lack of teachers).  
Grade 1 – 3 (6 – 8 year olds) are together in one class, 
Grade 4 – 6 (9 – 11 year olds) together in another class and 
finally Grade 7 – 9 (12 – 14 year olds) in their own 
classroom.  This system makes teaching the children very 
challenging as a number of different curricula need to be 
taught in one classroom at the same time. 
 
Our contribution 

 

Once a week Kariega volunteers invigilate and take lessons 
offering the teachers relief.  Volunteers often take all three 
classrooms to give the teachers a chance to attend to 
administration work (or stand in for absent teachers).  Our 
volunteers prepare lessons beforehand and teach subjects 
such as English, Maths, Biology and Science.  We have 
also been collecting stationary donations from our 
volunteers, which has been an overwhelming success.  
School items like writing utensils, books, pocket calculators, 
toys for the little ones, soccer balls etc. have been donated 
to the school over the past few years and we continue to get 
a supply of these items from our volunteers. 
 
One of our main objectives at the school is to improve the  
English vocabulary and literacy of each and every pupil. 
There has undoubtedly been a marked improvement in the 
standard of English over the past three years of involvement.  



Kariega volunteers are also involved in sport lessons after 
classes – soccer, cricket and netball are played with the 
children (if there is sporting equipment available).  When 
required Kariega often assists with transport for the 
children’s school sporting events that are played away from 
Farmfield school. 
 
Lastly, volunteers carry out various maintenance or 
improvement projects in and around the school. Past 
projects include; repairing the aging fence around the school 
yard to prevent community cattle from destroying the school 
vegetable garden, replacing many of the broken classroom 
windows and planting indigenous trees on arbour day.  
 
Some areas of need in the school 

 

• The school currently make use of pit toilets (“long-
drops” – 8 in total), and there are no flush toilets for 
the children to use. 

• The majority of the classrooms have no electricity. 

• The fence around the school needs to be replaced 
with mesh wire. 

• A photocopy machine would be a great aid at the 
school for the teachers. 

• A few computers (one class room does have an 
electricity supply) could be very helpful in teaching 
the Grade 8 & 9’s basic computer skills. 

• Some of the classrooms have collapsed ceilings and 
very damaged floorboards. 

• Decorations in the classrooms such as educational 
posters.  

• The Department of Education in South Africa is 
supposed to provide each child at the school with a 
wholesome lunch.  However, the school’s food supply 
often run low and the children are then only given 
milk and biscuits.  Monetary donations could be used 
to stock the school up on long life foods such as 
tinned beans and soup packets. 

• Miscellaneous items like toilet paper, sports 
equipment (soccer balls, cricket kit and netballs) and 
vegetable garden seed stock. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information regarding Kariega Conservation Volunteer Programme, please view 
www.kariega.co.za or contact Helena Warren at conservation@vodamail.co.za  

 
 


