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Introduction

Along the South Coast of South Africa lies one of the most beautiful stretches of coastline in the world, home to the
Garden Route National Park.

A mosaic of ecosystems, it encompasses the world renowned Tsitsikamma and Wilderness sections, the Knysna
Lake section, a variety of mountain catchment, Southern Cape indigenous forest and associated Fynbos areas.
These areas resemble a montage of landscapes and seascapes, from ocean to mountain areas, and are renowned
for its diverse natural and cultural heritage resources.

Managed by South African National Parks, it hosts a variety of accommodation options, activities and places of
interest. A jewel in South Africa’s crown, the Park is a prime example of the country’s unique fauna and flora and
will offer unforgettable views and life-long memories.

Activities available include:

Hiking and Nature Walks
Forest Excursions
Birding
Mountain Biking
Water Activities
Kayaking
Otter Trail

 

Accommodation

General

  You can choose to stay in a number of different accommodation units in the three different camps, Storms
River (Tsitsikamma Section), Nature's Valley (Tsitsikamma Section) and Wilderness (Wilderness Section).
To view this accommodation, simply select a camp and then view 'availability' on the left hand navigation
bar in order to see what the units the camp offers.  

  You can book and pay for accommodation online or contact reservations.
  All accommodation, ablution and kitchen facilities are serviced by cleaning staff on a daily basis.
  Currently bedding is supplied in all accommodation (except camping).
  Cooking utensils and refrigeration are provided in most accommodation units. Exceptions will be indicated
when booking.
  Adult is 12 years or above.
  Child (2-11 years), under 2 years - Gratis
  Additional Person Supplements are applicable to those units where number of beds exceeds the base
occupancy, if these beds are occupied.

Description of Garden Route Accommodation

Garden Route National Park offers a variety of camp-run accommodation. Each camp has its own unique selection
of accommodation types.
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Knysna Lakes Section Accommodation 

Camping Decks (Knysna Lakes Section)

Note to travellers:

The Campsite is not suitable for Motorhomes, Roof-top Tents or Caravans. It is only appropriate for tents to
be pitched on the timber decks. 

The Forest Timber Camping Decks lies in the heart of Knysna Forest. Set in a landscape of beautiful beaches and
rocky headlands, shimmering lakes, green pastures and jagged mountains, the Knysna Forest Camping Decks
affords the visitor an opportunity to feel at one with nature. 

Tree Top Forest Chalets (Knysna Lakes Section)

The Tree Top Forest Chalet: situated in Harkeville forest between Knysna and Plettenberg Bay, This 4 star chalet
is tucked away at the head of a wide valley.

Basic Accommodation Types 

Forest Huts

These forest huts are available at Nature's Valley and Storms River rest camps.

Family/Log Cottages & Forest Cabins

These accommodations are available at both Wilderness and Storms River rest camps. 

Caravaning/Camping

All with communal ablution, laundry and washing up facilities. A maximum of six persons, one caravan with a side
tent and one vehicle, or one tent and one vehicle, or one autovilla or motorised caravan will be permitted per site.
These are all available in the Knysna Area as well as the Storms River Mouth, Wilderness and Nature's Valley rest
camps.  

Activities & Facilities

There is a variety of fun and adventurous actvities as well as excellent facilities available at the Garden Route
National Park ranging from hiking trails, nature walks and much more.

Activities available include:

Hiking and Nature Walks
Forest Excursions
Birding
Mountain Biking
Water Activities
Otter Trail
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Facilities

***Function bookings available for a limited time!***
Restaurants  

Tsitsikamma Section
Knysna Lakes Section 

Galleries/Arts & Crafts

Camping

Camping in the Forest Timber Decks and bond with nature, some of the decks are wheelchair friendly.

Birding

 More than 280 species of birds are listed in and around Knysna and many water birds abound Thesen Islands,
Steenbok Park and further afield at Groenvlei and Swartvlei Lakes along the Rheendal Ramble. You can read more
about Knysna Lakes Section birds and birding.

Mountain Bike Routes

Knysna Town 

The picturesque town of Knysna provides a wide variety of facilities and curio shops. Fishing, water skiing and pure
relaxation are all part of Knysna, where conservation and recreation subtly harmonise. Private enterprises provide
water sports such as sailing, angling, boardsailing and power boating in specifically zoned areas.

Shopping

 Knysna has a number of shopping centres, which provide for all a shopper's needs. There are supermarkets,
boutiques, restaurants, coffee bars, pharmacies and a host of specialised shops. One centre is geared more
towards the local arts and crafts and is housed in an up-graded historical building that was once a timber sawmill.

Restaurants

 The diner has a wonderful choice of restaurants, dining in elegant surroundings by candlelight or looking out over
the Knysna Lagoon. There are intimate bistros or the opportunity to eat "al fresco", a popular activity due to
Knysna's gentle climate and warm evenings. A host of coffee bars and pubs offer good wholesome "pub-grub" or
South African fare as well as the locally brewed beer Mitchells Brewery, a legend in its own lifetime.

Galleries/Arts & Crafts

 As a result of a relaxed lifestyle, Knysna has over the years, attracted a wide variety of art and crafters, creating an
artists' paradise. There are numerous galleries where one can enjoy the local arts and crafts and appreciate the
talent and work that is produced here.

Natural & Cultural History

  Wilderness Section 
  Tsitsikamma Section 

Regional/Area Maps
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  Tsitsikamma Section
  Wilderness Section

Knysna Section 

Map of Knysna Lagoon  

Tariffs

General Tariffs Information

 

The tariffs for each camp are available under the relevant camp.

Storms River
Natures Valley
Wilderness

Tsitsikamma Restaurant
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Where is the place of much water? Where the booming breakers of the Indian Ocean relentlessly pound
rocky shores, where temperate high forest and fynbos roll down to the sea in an unspoilt verdant carpet,
where ancient rivers carve their paths to the ocean down rocky ravines. 

This, "the place of much water", is the Tsitsikamma Section of the Garden Route National Park, where
Tsitsikamma Restaurant is situated. 

Tsitsikamma Restaurant is a glorious seafood eatery, contained by the Garden Route National Park. With a
variety of dishes from traditional English breakfast & toasted sandwiches to burgers, pastas and steak, egg
and chips however they put the most emphasis on their scrumptious seafood. Come try our Tsitsikamma
Platter with ocean fresh fillet of hake, calamari, and a prawn skewer served with savoury rice and tartar
sauce or our Fisherman’s Platter with a prawn skewer, mussels in garlic sauce and fresh line fish,
calamari, spicy rice & chips.

The heartland of the park stretches some 5km to sea, protecting a wonderland of inter-tidal life, reef and
deep-sea fish. Dolphins frolic in the breakers, surfing and playing for the sheer joy of life, and the gentle
giant of the ocean, the southern right whale visits here, coming inshore to breed. Tsitsikamma Restaurant is
also a SASSI Aware participant which means they support sustainable and responsible fishing and
seafood.

The famous Storms River Suspension Bridge spans the river mouth. There is also the Natures Valley Rest
Camp at Natures Valley. This is where the world renowned Otter and Tsitsikamma Mountain trails starts. 

Trading Hours

 Monday – Sunday: 08:30 to 22:00

People with Disabilities

Wheelchair Access Profiles  

An in-depth accessibility profile for the Wilderness Section has been compiled.
An in-depth accessibility profile for the Tsitsikamma Section has been compiled.
View the accessibility features overviews for the Tsitsikamma Section, Wilderness Section and 
Knysna Section, as featured in the Rolling Inspiration magazine.
Please see additional information on Wheelchair Accessibility

Accommodation

As at July 2010 there are five units in Garden Route National Park that have adaptations for guests with
mobility challenges, three in the Tsitsikamma section and two in the Wilderness section.  

These units need to be booked directly with SANParks as they are held on reserve for guest who require
them and cannot be booked through satellite offices or through the on-line mechanism. Email 
reservations@sanparks.org or phone +27 (0)12 428 9111 and request a unit accessible to the mobility
challenged. Do not book another unit and expect that you can swap when you get to the park. 

There are also three adapted accessible campsite ablutions (one in Tsitsikamma section and two in
Wilderness section) – see access profiles for images and detail. There is also a selection of privately run
accommodation, in the greater area encompassed by the park and some of these private operators have
adapted their accommodation to be universally accessible.
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Wilderness Ebb-and-Flow Rest Camp:

Forest Cabin En Suite South (HF2ZS)

The cabin is 30m from the communal ablution which has been adapted for the disabled. It comprises two
single beds, ramp, bathroom with shower,a fridge and utensils. There is a communal kitchen facility.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family Cottage South (FA4DZS)

The unit is accessible to the mobility challenged. The cottage features one bedroom with two single beds,
on bedroom with a double bed and a bathroom with a shower. DSTV (limited channels) is available. It also
includes a kitchen and fireplace.
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Tsitsikamma Section - Storms River Mouth Rest Camp:

Chalet 2-bed (CH2SZ)

The unit is accessible to the mobility challenged. The open-plan chalet features a double bed and bathroom
with a shower. The unit comprises of a fully-equipped kitchen, braai facility on deck and DSTV (limited
channels) is also available.
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Oceanette - Large (FNZ4)

 

The unit is accessible to the mobility challenged. The oceanette features two bedrooms, each with two
single beds. Also included is a bathroom with shower, kitchen and DSTV (limited channels).
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Please note:

Accommodation images may differ from the actual units as refurbishment of various accommodation types
occur on an on-going basis.

Accessible Activities & Facilities

There are trails in the park that are suitable for wheelchair users and others with mobility challenges:
 At Nature’s Valley there is a short circular route adjacent the Groot River. This trail is a
boardwalk made from recycled polywood, which means there is no impairing impact from
tree roots, leaf litter, muddy or sodden ground etc. There is a kick-plate on the one side of
the path and a banister on the other. The trail passes through virgin forest and is a great way
for a wheelchair user to leave the signs of human development behind and with a bit of
stealth get some great sightings of forest birds and mammals.
At the Garden of Eden (immediately adjacent the N2 between Plettenberg Bay and Knysna)
there is marked 800m circular route accessible to wheelchair users.
At the Big Tree – an ancient Outeniqua Yellowwood (There are a couple of trees labelled the
Big Tree in the area, but this one is also on the N2 between the turn off to Storm’s River
Camp and where the highway crosses the Storm’s River over the Paul Sauer Bridge) which
also has a boardwalk from the parking area to the tree and the track takes one through lush
indigenous forest.

Some other forest tracks in the greater park may also be partially or fully accessible to a person in a
wheelchair.
Although not a designated trail, wheelchair users looking for a suitable surface and gradient may
wish to travel to the village of Nature’s Valley (especially outside of school holidays when many of
the holiday houses are empty). The narrow tarred road network of the village is perfect for moving
around and in many places the forest encroaches into the garden so much that it is almost like
being in the forest itself. The village is adjacent a lagoon and people can also make their way along
the water’s edge down to the beach.
Wheelchair users wanting to enjoy great views of the Indian Ocean can also make use of the tar
road through Storm’s River Rest Camp.
There are a variety of privately run activities in the vicinity of the park that afford access opportunity.
Two that offer good access opportunity are:

A visit to Monkeyland (in a 12 hectare plot in the Tsitsikamma Forest just off the N2) is highly
recommended. Most of the reserve is accessible, while guides are more than willing to assist
where paths are difficult. The sanctuary is a rehabilitation place for primates, including
gibbon, spider monkey and howler monkey. Accessible ablutions are available. 
http://www.monkeyland.co.za/ 
Just adjacent this and under the same ownership is Birds of Eden, the largest free-flight
aviary in the World. The pathway is accessible throughout the entire facility. It does descend
down into a steep ravine, so assistance may be required by some. A plethora of bird species
roam the aviary. Accessible ablutions are available. http://www.birdsofeden.co.za/ 
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