
 

 

 

 

 

Cradle of Humankind and Northern Safari: Itinerary 
 

 

 

Take a journey with us travelling slowly through the fascinating northern parts of 

South Africa, rich in both cultural and historical legacies. You will visit various cultural 

sites that each offer unique experiences, with a chance to experience the diversity 

of this rainbow nation and our common ancestral roots, which bind us all together as 

humankind. On top of this, a chance to visit two world-class Game Reserves during 

the trip makes it a well-rounded trip! 

 

 

Beginning our tour around Johannesburg, we spend the first days visiting the many 

fascinating cultural aspects of the City of Gold. On the first day, head to the south 

western areas, where both a tour of the Soweto township and a visit to the 

Apartheid museum start the contrast of cultures in the economic beating heart of 

RSA. 

DAY 1 

- Leave early from your hotel after breakfast 

- Drive across to Soweto, exploring this vibrant township 

- We visit Vilikazi Street, home to two Nobel Peace Prize Winners 

- We spend the afternoon visiting the Apartheid Museum, learning of the fascinating 

cultural and political era that was Apartheid 

- Stay in Roodepoort (4 Star)  Distance: +-60km 

 

We move out to the UNESCO World Heritage Site that is the Cradle of Humankind, 

where a large number of remains of our early human ancestors have been 

repeatedly found, and the story of our origins over the past few million years are told 

in spectacular glory. We take a look at both the Maropeng precinct and the 

Sterkfontein caves. 

DAY 2 

- Take breakfast 

- Spend the morning at two Cradle of Humankind precincts 

- We drive far out of Johannesburg and into Bushveld country, stopping én-route for 

lunch 

- We spend the afternoon visiting Makapan's Gat (Valley), another World Heritage 

Site famous for its archaeological and historical significance 

- Stay near Mokopane (4 Star) Distance: +-330km 

 

We continue our journey north, as we drive to the border of Zimbabwe, where we 

find remnants of the Great Zimbabwe Kingdom from a thousand years ago. Set in a 

pristine National Park, we spend a few days learning of this fascinating culture and 

searching for wildlife. 

DAY 3 

- We enjoy a relaxed breakfast and morning 

- Travel up to the Zimbabwe border and Mapungubwe National Park 

- Enjoy a game drive to camp, and settle in 



 

 

 

- Have an afternoon game drive 

- Enjoy dinner over an open fire in the bush 

- Stay at Mapungubwe National Park Distance: +-300km 

 

DAY 4 

- We leave early in the morning for a game drive 

- Return back to camp for a hearty breakfast 

- Spend the heat of the day relaxing around camp 

- Have an afternoon game drive 

- Enjoy dinner over an open fire in the bush 

- Stay at Mapungubwe National Park Distance:+-50km 

 

DAY 5 

- We leave early in the morning for a game drive 

- Return back to camp for a hearty breakfast 

- We have a guided tour of the history of Mapungubwe, set atop a hill in the bush 

where an ancient Kingdom has its history preserved 

- Enjoy lunch before visiting the museum of Mapungubwe, a lively journey of sound, 

sights and history 

- Have an afternoon game drive back to camp 

- Enjoy dinner over an open fire in the bush 

- Stay at Mapungubwe National Park Distance: +-50km 

 

We leave Mapungubwe National Park to travel on the Ribola arts & crafts route, 

sampling this fascinating landscape, rich in cultural legacy and mysticism. From 

pottery, to wood sculpture, to beautiful design, we include African hospitality in the 

form of dances and traditions. This is also the area of various tribes and their long 

and proud histories, including Modjadji, the 'Rain Queen’. We stay at a family-run 

local farm with its very own brewery. 

   

DAY 6 

- Enjoy a game drive out of the Park 

- Drive towards the Ribola Route, stopping for breakfast én-route 

- We spend the day exploring the variety of arts & crafts and cultural sites 

- Lunch én-route, before continuing to Magoebaskloof, where we stay for the night 

- Dinner at Zwakala Brewery 

- Stay at Zwakala    Distance: +-400km 

 

 

DAY 7 

- Enjoy a relaxed morning and breakfast 

- We enjoy a relaxed day on this family-run farm, with walks, fishing, and general 

holiday-mode taking over 

- For lunch, we sample the local brews of Zwakala Brewery, made on the farm, and 

enjoy lunch there 

- Depending on how you feel, the afternoon can be spent whichever way you 

choose 

- We enjoy dinner in the local town, at a quaint local bar and restaurant 

- Stay at Zwakala    Distance:+-50km 

 

 



 

 

 

 

From here we travel further into the bush for another three nights, visiting the world-

famous Kruger National Park. We take our time exploring the middle and southern 

sections of the Park, with all of the variety and diversity of landscape and animals 

that this park offers. 

 

DAY 8 

- We enjoy a relaxed morning and breakfast 

- Travel out to Phalaborwa, and enter the Kruger National Park 

- We enjoy a game drive én-route to checking in at camp 

- Enjoy a lunch at the camp, before relaxing in the early afternoon 

- We enjoy an afternoon game drive, spotting wildlife and enjoying sundowners 

- Stay at Kruger National Park Distance:+-200km 

 

DAY 9 

- We enjoy a morning game drive, or an optional game walk 

- Enjoy a hearty breakfast 

- Relax during the heat of the day at camp 

- We enjoy an afternoon game drive with sundowners 

- Return to camp for dinner over an open fire 

- An optional night drive to spot nocturnal animals is a possibility 

- Stay at Kruger National Park Distance:+-200km 

 

DAY 10 

- We enjoy a morning game drive, or an optional game walk 

- Enjoy a hearty breakfast 

- Relax during the heat of the day at camp 

- We enjoy an afternoon game drive with sundowners 

- Return to camp for dinner over an open fire 

- An optional night drive to spot nocturnal animals is a possibility 

- Stay at Kruger National Park Distance:+-200km 

 

From here we leave the Kruger National Park, via a long game drive through the 

southern areas, and return to Johannesburg for flights home. 

 

DAY 11 

- We take a morning game drive 

- Enjoy breakfast én-route 

- We continue our game drive out of the Park 

- Travel in the afternoon back to Johannesburg with lunch én-route 

- Tour ends with flights home or own itinerary 

- Distance: +-500km 

 

 


