
 

 

 

 
 
 

Unique Zimbabwe Safari Tour: Itinerary and Information 
 
 
 

 

 
10-day, 9-night itinerary, encompassing Matobo Hills, Hwange and Victoria Falls 

Be inspired by Zimbabwe, a country of many varied contrasts. From the mountains of 

the Eastern Highlands to the mighty Zambezi Escarpment, it is home to some of the 

largest national parks in Southern Africa, as well as the mighty Victoria Falls. 

Zimbabwe’s spectacular scenery, abundant wildlife, rich history, and good 

infrastructure make for a highly rewarding vacation. This safari includes some of 

Zimbabwe's highlights. Time is spent in the culturally and historically-rich Matobo Hills 

National Park and surrounds, followed by a wildlife extravaganza in Hwange 

National Park. The tour ends at the spectacular Victoria Falls. 

 

Day 1 

Welcome to Zimbabwe. You will arrive in the fascinating town of Bulawayo, 

Zimbabwe’s second-largest city, known for its colonial history and arresting beauty. 

Your guide will meet you for your drive that takes you through the suburbs of 

Bulawayo, and onto Matobo Hills National Park. On the drive, you will pass some 

rural communities that are involved in small-scale farming.   

 

Matobo National Park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. It has over 3000 San paintings 

dating back some 2000 years, and significant colonial history. It is where some of the 

most breathtaking granite scenery is found. Huge granite boulders (kopjes) litter the 

landscape, with giant whalebacks rising up out of the ground, interspersed with 

wooded valleys. The park has the highest concentration of leopards and black 

eagles (now known as Verreaux’s eagle) in Africa. This park also has a wide variety 

of other animals, including zebras, giraffes, leopards, and many kinds of antelopes. 

Adjoining the main park is an intensively-protected game park that protects both 

black and white rhino. This area also has a very rich human history: the San Bushmen 

lived here 2000 years ago, and left behind fine rock paintings. These hills were later 

considered by the local Ndebele people to be sacred. They named the hills after 

the “bald rocks”- Matobo derives its name from the Matabele word for “bald-

headed”.  In the colonial era, Cecil Rhodes chose his final resting place here, at 

what is aptly named “World’s View”. Mabobo Hills National Park is the perfect 

destination to sample the many activities on offer.  

 

Three nights will be spent at the very unique Camp Amalinda. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Camp Amalinda   

The granite domes and castle kopjes of the Matobo Hills are among the most 

spectacular rock sceneries in the world. Nestled in this unique range of hills is Camp 

Amalinda. It is an African-inspired refuge that combines comfort with spiritual 

energy, allure, and unique beauty. Amalinda consists of nine individually-thatched 

rooms, including a trio of suites, ideal for honeymooners. All are set at different levels 

into the imposing boulders. Each of the rooms has a distinctive look and feel, and 

has an en-suite bathroom built into the granite rock face, giving a unique 

accommodation experience.    

 

You will be led by our knowledgeable and professional guides through this 

enchanting landscape. 

 

The choice of activities includes:  

 Historic trek to Rhodes’s grave and “View of the World”  

 Sunset hikes to the tops of granite dwalas  

 Walks to world-renowned caves and bushman paintings  

 Game drives into the National Park 

 Spa salon with a professional masseuse 

 Rhino walks (on request)  

 

 

Day 2   

Today you have the full day to start enjoying the many varied activities on offer in 

the Matobo Hills. You start with a game drive into the park, with the hopes of 

catching a glimpse of the endangered white or black rhino. Take the option of a 

walk with a professional guide, who will be able to track the rhino and hopefully get 

you up close to these unique and majestic animals.   

  

 

Day 3  

A visit to Rhodes’s grave and the aptly named “View of the World” is 

recommended. Then continue to some of the famous caves to see the world-

renowned San bushman paintings. 

 

In the afternoon, enjoy a pampering session at the safari spa with a professional 

masseuse. Or, you could request a visit to a local Ndebele community to meet the 

people and learn about their lifestyle. Some of the highlights of a visit could include 

a visit to the school or clinic, or an invitation into someone’s house to enjoy a chat 

and refreshments.   

  

 

Day 4 

This morning, enjoy breakfast with views of the stunning Matobo scenery, before 

heading off on your drive to Hwange National Park. This drive will take you back 

through Bulawayo and then out onto the Victoria Falls road. You will pass through 

rural communities and lovely wooded teak forests. At the gateway to Hwange 

National Park, you will be met by your Nehimba guide. You’ll embark on a relaxed 



 

 

game drive to the camp, which may include a refreshment stop or a picnic lunch, 

depending on the time of day.  

Hwange National Park is situated in the north-western corner of Zimbabwe, adjoining 

Botswana's Chobe ecosystem. It is Zimbabwe’s biggest and oldest park, roughly the 

size of Belgium. The habitat is mainly teak and mopane forest, interspersed with 

open plains and ancient river systems. This park boasts one of the greatest diversity 

of mammal species in the world, with well over 108 mammals, including “specials” 

such as roan and sable antelope. Species include 19 large herbivores and eight 

large carnivores. Over 400 species of birds have been recorded in Hwange, 

including around 50 different types of raptor. It is home to one of the largest 

elephant populations in Africa. This park is a must on any itinerary! 

Three nights will be spent at Nehimba Lodge.  

 

Nehimba: Deep in the heart of the northern part of Hwange National Park, on a 

large private concession, lies an age-old natural seep, which is home to abundant 

wildlife. 

Nehimba Lodge combines comfortable living, ultimate elegance, and African 

charm to provide you with an exceptional safari experience. Evenings are spent 

around a warm fire, where tales of Africa and the day's events are unravelled. Your 

professional guides and hosts will entertain you, while the chefs prepare a tasteful 

array of dishes. Enjoy a cocktail or a glass of wine whilst listening to the sounds of 

Africa, and watching in amazement the never-ending arrival of wildlife that comes 

to quench their thirst at the waterhole in front of camp. 

Nehimba is a comfortable lodge. The owners are passionate about wildlife 

conservation, and have created an intimate lodge with a minimal environmental 

footprint in an area so rich in wildlife.   

Centrally situated is the spacious and tastefully-decorated lounge/dining area, 

featuring a lower deck for intimate and romantic meals under the stars. The lodge 

boasts seven spacious chalets built on decks from teak and canvas, under thatch. 

Each has an en-suite bathroom and is elegantly furnished with either twin beds or 

super king beds. Each chalet is unobtrusively positioned around a natural waterhole. 

The rooms are designed to be spacious, airy, and safe. Each chalet has its own 

private balcony that allows an unobscured view of the waterhole. All chalets are 

equipped with bathrooms, fans, mosquito nets, and Wi-Fi internet. 

 

 

Day 5   

Today you could experience an entirely different wildlife perspective. Get close to 

nature during a game walk conducted by an armed professional guide. Experience 

the thrill of approaching wildlife on foot! Your guide will point out various animal 

spoors, amazing birdlife, and a myriad interesting fauna and flora that you don’t get 

to see from a vehicle.  

 

Situated close to camp, a hide (blind) is the perfect spot to spend the afternoon 

and marvel at the splendour of an African sunset, while watching the abundance of 

wildlife that come to drink their fill at the waterhole.  

 

 



 

 

 

Day 6 

Today you embark on a full day’s game drive, conducted by an expert safari guide, 

in specially modified 4 x 4 safari vehicles. This is a must-do experience. You will see 

the various waterholes and seeps in the area, looking out for predators and the 

famous herds of Hwange elephants. Driving into camp after dark gives you the 

opportunity to use filtered spotlights, which are used to pick out various nocturnal 

animal species. These include hyena, civet, genet cats, and, if you are lucky, 

perhaps a leopard on a hunt.  

 

 

Day 7  

Enjoy a relaxed breakfast while watching the activity at the camp waterhole. You 

then drive through the park to meet your driver at the park gate. Keep your camera 

ready, as this area is known for a resident cheetah and good lion populations. The 

drive to Victoria Falls then takes you through communal areas and teak forests.  

 

Today your driver guide will transfer you out of Hwange Park. You will once again 

experience changing scenery as you approach the iconic Victoria Falls. 

 

Victoria Falls is recognized as one of the seven natural wonders of the world. The 

rainforest surrounding the Falls is a unique ecosystem that is endemic to the Falls. The 

birdlife is also unique to this area, and includes some “specials”, such as the African 

finfoot and the Schalow’s turaco. While it is neither the highest nor the widest 

waterfall in the world, it is classified as the largest, based on its width of 1,708 metres 

(5,604 ft) and height of 108 metres (354 ft), resulting in the world's largest sheet of 

falling water. Victoria Falls is roughly twice the height of North America's Niagara 

Falls, and well over twice the width of its Horseshoe Falls. In height and width, 

Victoria Falls is rivalled only by Argentina and Brazil's Iguazu Falls.  

 

Three nights will be spent at the captivating Zambezi Sands Lodge.    

 

Zambezi Sands  

This tented lodge is situated within the western area of the Zambezi National Park, on 

the banks of the mighty Zambezi River, upstream of the Victoria Falls. Zambezi Sands 

is unique: it features the Zambezi River, water-based activities, some glorious wildlife 

and scenery, and is also close to the Victoria Falls with its myriad activities. 

  

Zambezi Sands River Camp is fully under canvas, with raised wood decking linking 

the accommodation and the main hospitality area. The lodge has ten large tents, 

each offering a separate sleeping and lounge area in a semicircular layout, with an 

internal bathroom as well as an open-air shower. Outside, a private deck 

incorporates a private splash pool for guests to cool off in the heat of the day, drink 

in hand, in total privacy. The habitat around camp provides a wealth of 

opportunities for drives and walks with experienced guides, while the Zambezi River 

itself invites exploration by inflatable canoe or motorised launch. Game drives and 

walks can also be taken on the floodplain, which has its own specific ecosystem. 

After settling into your tented unit, why not experience a sunset cruise on the 

Zambezi River? Appreciate the beauty of the river, its wildlife, and prolific birdlife- 



 

 

African finfoot, African skimmer, pratincole, and Pel’s fishing owl all occur here. This is 

a wonderful way to end the day- enjoying drinks and snacks, watching an African 

sunset! 

 

Day 8  

Zambezi Sands offers a wealth of picturesque game-viewing opportunities. Whether 

you choose to drive or walk, the experienced guides take great pleasure in 

introducing you to the camp’s pristine and tranquil surroundings. This morning, it is 

recommended that you enjoy a game walk conducted by a fully-licensed 

professional guide, taking advantage of the perfect morning light. In the afternoon, 

enjoy a game drive into the surrounding Zambezi National Park. Elephants can be 

found loitering on the mainland or in the river, while hippo, waterbuck, and 

bushbuck frequent the reed banks and islands.   

 

 

Day 9 

Today you have the option of visiting the Victoria Falls and enjoying a guided tour of 

the magnificent Victoria Falls Rainforest. Take in a bit of shopping at the Victoria Falls 

curio market. You come back to the camp for lunch, and have the opportunity to 

go on a guided canoe trail along the mighty Zambezi, amongst the network of 

channels close to camp. Or, you can opt to go out with a guide who can help you 

fish for the renowned fierce and powerful tigerfish.     

  

 

Day 10 

Before being transferred to the Victoria Falls, why not relax in your private deck 

splash pool, appreciating the beauty and quietness of the Zambezi River.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 


