
 

 

 

 

 

 16-day Zimbabwe Tour: Itinerary and Information 
 

 

 

Undoubtedly one of the most beautiful countries on the African continent, Zimbabwe 

boasts spectacular features, including ancient ruins from an unknown past, one of 

the largest rivers in Africa, an abundance of game and wildlife reserves, an efficient 

tourism infrastructure and a vibrant, friendly local population. Our tour is primarily a 

camping safari, with limited comforts but unlimited adventure. Flexibility and an 

open-mind are essential.  

 
 

INCLUDED HIGHLIGHTS: 

• Ancient Monuments 

• Historical Sites 

• Mountain Walks 

• African Culture 

• Zambezi Canoe Safari 

• Save Game Reserve 

• Kariba boat Trip 

• Victoria Falls National Park  

• Game Walks 

• Open Vehicle Game Drives 

• Hwange National Park 

• Matobo National Park 

• Rhino Tracking on Foot 

 

 

OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES: 

• White Water Rafting 

• Bungee Jumping 

 
 

Meals Key: 

B= Breakfast 

L= Lunch 

D= Dinner 

 

 

 

DAY 1: JHB – ZIMBABWE  

Our journey begins on departure from the GREENFIRE LODGE JOHANNESBURG at 

06h30. We will cover some distance today to reach and cross the border into 

Zimbabwe. The road will lead us north from Johannesburg, and the scenery 

constantly changes as we pass Pretoria, move into the bushveld of the Limpopo 

province, and finally cross the Soutpansberg mountain range.   

After completing the formalities at the border, we continue towards the Masvingo 

area and will spend our first night in Zimbabwe in relative comfort.  



 

 

 

Meals: Own Expense 

Distance: 650 Km 

Accommodation: Accommodation  

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Scenic drive through South Africa  

• Zimbabwe 

 

 

DAYS 2-3: ZIMBABWE RUINS - SAVE RIVER GAME RESERVE 

Rising with the sun, we continue our journey north, and our first stop will be at the 

Great Zimbabwe Ruins. We visit the monument to view the magnificent structures 

and to ponder over the mystery surrounding their origin.  

 

Thereafter, we continue east to the Save River Game Reserve, an area offering 

some of the finest wilderness in Zimbabwe. We will spend two nights here in our 

private rustic bush camp, and will explore the area both on foot and in an open 

vehicle, maximising our game-viewing experience.  

 

Meals: B L D; B L D 

Distance: 200 Km 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 

Optional Activities:  

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Great Zimbabwe Ruins 

• Save River Game Reserve 

• Game Drive 

• Game Walk 

 

 

DAY 4: EASTERN HIGHLANDS 

Leaving the lowveld, we travel through Mutare and into the Eastern Highlands, a 

mountain range that extends for about 300 kilometres and creates a natural border 

with Mozambique. This is an area of spectacular scenery, forests, mountains and 

waterfalls.  

This afternoon, we arrive at our camp for the night, and after setting up, we conduct 

a short hike in the surrounding mountains. 

 

Meals: B L D 

Distance: 244 Km 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Short Hike 

• Eastern Highlands 

 

 

DAY 5: CHINHOYI 

After an early start, we travel westward, with a winding descent into the capital city, 

Harare, where we enjoy a short stop for lunch (own expense). Leaving Harare, we 

continue to our overnight stop near Chinhoyi, where we spend the remainder of the 

day enjoying a walk in the wilderness surrounding our camp. 



 

 

 

Meals: B D (Lunch- own expense) 

Distance: 363 Km 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Walk to explore the area 

 

 

DAY 6: KARIBA 

We take a short drive today, before we descend into the Zambezi Valley on a road 

that follows ancestral elephant paths. Then it’s on to Lake Kariba, the third largest 

man-made lake in the world. After we settle into our accommodation, we enjoy an 

afternoon boat cruise on the lake. 

 

Meals: B L D 

Distance: 245 Km 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Lake Kariba 

• Boat Cruise 

 

 

DAY 7: ZAMBIA 

After exploring the town of Kariba, we cross the border over the dam wall to enter 

Zambia. Our next stop is Gwabi, at the confluence of the Kafue and mighty Zambezi 

Rivers. It is from here that we will embark on a two-day canoe trip on the Zambezi 

River.  

 

The afternoon is spent preparing for the upcoming canoe trip, as we pack all the 

essentials we will need for our trip. We camp for the night. 

 

Meals: B L D 

Distance: 104 Km 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Kafue River 

 

 

DAYS 8- 10: ZAMBEZI CANOE TRIP 

A mighty river teeming with hippos and crocodiles, and luring every imaginable 

animal to drink from its sandy banks, the Zambezi needs very little introduction- and 

justifiably so. We start our two-day canoeing adventure from Gwabi, and then 

continue down the river, past Mana Pools, at our own pace. Paddling with the 

strong current, we spend two days on the water, game-viewing and bird-watching, 

camping wild on islands each night. The trip ends at the Chongwe River. We transfer 

back by boat to overnight once again at Gwabi Camp, where we enjoy a 

welcome restaurant meal (own expense).  

 

Meals: B L D; B L D; B L (Dinner- own expense) 

Distance: Roughly 40 km downriver 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 



 

 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Two-day canoeing adventure 

• Game-viewing from our canoes 

• Kafue River 

• Zambezi River 

 

 

DAYS 11–12: VICTORIA FALLS 

After an early start this morning, we travel through Zambia, via Livingstone. We view 

the phenomenal Victoria Falls before crossing the original steel railway bridge into 

Zimbabwe. Here you are able to wander around and explore the multitude of curio 

stalls and other attractions that this bustling town has to offer. We spend two nights 

at the GREENFIRE LODGE VICTORIA FALLS, giving those who wish to do so the 

opportunity to participate in a day of white water rafting below the Falls (own 

expense). We will eat at a restaurant on one of these nights (own expense). 

 

Meals: B L D; B (Lunch and Dinner- own expense) 

Distance: 495 Km 

Accommodation: Greenfire Lodge Victoria Falls  

Optional Activities: Scenic helicopter flight, White water rafting, Bungee jumping, 

etc. 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Victoria Falls 

• Original Steel Bridge 

 

 

DAY 13: HWANGE 

Leaving the vibrant town of Victoria Falls, we head for our private bush camp in 

Hwange National Park. This afternoon/evening, we will conduct an extensive open-

vehicle game drive/walk, in search of the herds of game that this area is so well-

known for. We camp for the night, overlooking a waterhole teeming with wildlife.   

 

Meals: B L D 

Distance: 186 Km 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Hwange National Park 

• Game Drive in the Park 

 

 

DAY 14: BULAWAYO – MATOBO 

We have an early start. After breakfast, we head for the wide streets of Bulawayo, 

and then move on to our camp, which is nestled amongst the precariously 

balancing boulders of Matobo. We will spend the afternoon enjoying this beautiful 

area, which is covered with granite boulders known by the local Ndebele nation as 

“bald heads”. We do a game drive and also experience rhino tracking on foot 

within Matobo National Park.  

 

Meals: B L D 

Distance: 353 Km 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 



 

 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Matobo National Park 

• Rhino tracking on foot 

 

 

DAY 15: LIMPOPO 

Starting the homeward journey, we cross the border back into South Africa, and 

then travel the short distance to our camp. It is situated within a private game 

reserve in the Kalahari sandveld. We will spend the afternoon here, simply relaxing 

and viewing bushman paintings and animals on the property. 

 

Meals: B L D 

Distance: 424 Km 

Accommodation: Camping (2-man dome tent) 

Included Highlights/Activities:  

• Mapungubwe Region 

• San Rock Painting Walk 

 

 

DAY 16: JOHANNESBURG 

We have a leisurely start this morning. We pack up camp and continue south to 

arrive in Johannesburg in the late afternoon. Our tour will end on arrival at the 

GREENFIRE LODGE JOHANNESBURG.  

 

Meals: B (Lunch- own expense) 

Distance: 650 Km 

Included Highlights/Activity:  

• Scenic drive through the northern part of SA 

 

 

DEPARTURES 

This tour departs every fourth Wednesday from Johannesburg. On occasion, we may 

run two tours, one of which will do the itinerary in the reverse direction. 

 

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

• Malaria precautions are necessary.  

• A valid passport is required by everyone.  

• Visas for most nationalities are obtainable at the border posts.  

• A sleeping bag, towel and pillow are required for this tour.  

• Our price includes transport from Johannesburg and back; food; coffee, tea, 

and fruit juice at breakfast; group equipment; accommodation; a canoe 

safari; permits and park entry fees; a professional guide; Victoria Falls entry; 

and game drives and walks. 

• The price does not include alcohol, bottled water and soft drinks, visas, tips, 

curios, restaurant meals, flights, airport tax and airport transfers, and any 

optional excursions such as rafting and bungee-jumping. 

• A barrel bag or backpack is best suited for this trip (suitcases do not fit into the 

space provided). An extra day bag or camera bag is advised. 

 



 

 

Before departure, clients will be required to enter into an agreement pertaining to 

our booking conditions and general information. Clients are required to have their 

own comprehensive personal travel insurance. 

 

 

DEPARTURE POINT 

The 16-day Zimbabwe/Zambia tour departs from the Greenfire Lodge 

Johannesburg, 25 Alida Street, Northcliff, at 06h30 on the first tour day (Wednesday), 

and ends back on the last day (Thursday) at around 17h00 until late, border crossing-

dependent. Guests not staying at the Greenfire Lodge must arrive at the lodge at 

06h00. The telephone number is +27(0)11 888 1160. 

 

 

ON SAFARI 

All our tours require participation from all group members. This entails assisting with 

the food preparation, washing of dishes, keeping the truck clean and the setting up 

of camp. 

Please keep in mind that flexibility and an open mind will greatly contribute to an 

enjoyable safari. 

We are travelling in developing countries; please do not expect the punctuality you 

have come to expect in first-world countries. Things do not always run according to 

plan; however, we do endeavour to run according to the itinerary as best as 

possible. 

 

 

PRE-/POST-TOUR ACCOMMODATION 

PRE- and POST-TOUR accommodation can be arranged at the Greenfire Lodge in 

Johannesburg. It is advisable to overnight at the Greenfire Lodge if you have not 

already made alternative arrangements.  

The Greenfire Lodge is located in the Northern suburbs of Johannesburg, a safe 

residential area. The Greenfire Lodge has a lovely swimming pool, restaurant, bar & 

shop. The lodge is within walking distance of various shopping centres and banks.  

Please note that we strongly advise against flying out on the day that the tour ends. 

We generally travel long distances and late arrivals are common. 

 

 

WEATHER CONDITIONS 

Please note that Southern African weather conditions vary tremendously from 

season to season. During summer months, temperatures of up to 40°C can be 

experienced. During the winter months of June, July and August, the nights are very 

cold, temperatures may drop well below 0°C, although the day temperatures will be 

pleasant at around 20°C. Please take weather conditions into consideration when 

choosing a sleeping bag for your tour. 

 

 

https://www.drifters.co.za/tours-and-lodges/16-day-zimbabwe-tour/#394511ec5469c754f
https://www.drifters.co.za/tours-and-lodges/16-day-zimbabwe-tour/#394511ec5469c754f

